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struction ana operation oi Kudovv s radar 
station had fed the gossip of bored Amer- 
icans in the occupied City. There were 
those who remembered a civilian engineer 
hired to supervise the job: r.e had quit in 
disgust because the blueprints seemed so 
crazy. “Why build a cellar oig enough to 
drive through with a dump truck?” he 
, asked, and was told to mind his own busi- 
; ness. Others recalled seeing friends whom 
: they knew to be engineers suddenly ap- 
j pearing at the station wearing the insignia 
: of the U.S. Army Signal Corps. Why? An 
j amused shrug was the only answer ques- 
j tioners ever got — out last week the Rus- 
j sians thought the)' Had found a better one. 

! - One night at 7 o'clock, an angry, 
! chunky Soviet ccknel named Ivan Kotsi- 
uba called a , .■ .if-. .ah.. 
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Yolmj/uiLci stood by. Nooae generators 
were humming to provide lights for the 
occasion, and at the entrance 10 a hole 
dug in the ground, a colonel of the Rus- 
sian signal corps was on hand to explain it 
all. Ten feet below, its cm ranee a hole cut 
in the roof by the Russians, lay the tunnel 
itself: a cast-iron tube about six feet 
in diameter and 500-600 yards long, 
crammed with electronic equipment, ca- 
bles. tape recorders, ventilating apparatus 
and t amps of both British and American 
makv.. At me East German end. cables led 
out O: the main body of the tunnel to a 
separa.e chamber where riiey were linked 
to two East her .an ca des and a third 
used by the 'N.sr.mas. Y art was at the 
American era? . . ne - -men were not 
permitted -o know. 1 they crawled west- 
ward. a sandbar 1: . ier rred the way, 
its purpose emuiiawed 1 . sign reading 
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entering the Amcrlc..a se . . 
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t i n ’ ? ,* r . .. 

.i ; ■■ «>•• *. V 

The United ' i -’i Government has not. yet made 
any official reply to the Soviet and East German 
allegations and protests concerning the 300-yard 
tunnel that American intelligence operatives are 
said to have built underneath the border between. 
West and East Berlin for espionage purposes. 
Meanwhile, assuming the story to be correct — we 
cannot help thinking the Communists have made 
a grievous mistake to raise so much fuss about their 
discovery. They are even said to have conducted 
special propaganda tours through the tunnel and 
to have exhibited the wiretapping and other record- 
ing apparatus that the Americans are supposed to 
have installed inside it. 

The probable result of all this has been to give 
■the anii-Communist resistance in East Germany a 
good deal of amusement and encouragement. Cer- 
tainly it must have served to strengthen the im- 
pression of American resourcefulness and thereby 
to restore some measure of our prestige — which 
apparently had been deteriorating since the equivo- 
cal attitude taken by. the American authorities in 
the East German uprisings of June. 1954 — among 
the captive population. The reaction of their 
kinsmen in West Germany is probably a pretty 
good index to. their own. 

In West Germany the story has been accepted 
at face value with astonishment and delight as an 
evidence that the tradition of Yankee resource- 
fulness and ingenuity is not a myth after all. 
Espionage is one game in which the Communists 
were deemed, even by their enemies, to be par- 
ticularly expert and our own side to be dismally 
inept. Very few Germans, as the Frankfurter 
Neue Presse exultantly observed, even suspected 
that the Americans “were capable of so much 
cleverness”; and it would be even more devastating 
to Communist prestige if it were disclosed that 
the espionage tunnel had been in operation for 
some time before the Communists became aware 
of it. 

Indeed, if the tunnel episode turns out to have 
been the product of Yankee ingenuity, there is an 
interesting parallel in American history. During 
the siege of Petersburg in 1864, an enterprising 
Union officer from the Pennsylvania coal fields 
conceived the idea of mining the Confederate 
positions from a tunnel under them. The tunnel 
was dug and the mines were finally set off; and 
though the operation was a fiasco in part because 
of the failure of Union commanders to execute 
orders, the boldness, of the stroke has compelled 
admiration ever since. 
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ce > were raised to the status 
of ,.es in July, 1936, according 
to the Soviet announcement, 
this was not published until 
eight months later. The Govern- 
jment apparently hestitated to 
i pinpoint the locations. 
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city’s location on the slopes of Russians have a 1- yd 
Besh-Tau, a mountain a few; so big they d\zv. no; 
miles north of Pyatigorsk. The* [The re was no u 
article did not give details of comment fro. v, ;; 
the city’s activities or the rea-j A > to ^ :c y; 
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Lermontov (1) is believed 
to be an atomic research. 
• center, like Obninsk (2) 
and Dubno (3) to the north. 


roundings suggest that the new 
city, too, is devoted largely to j 
research rather than to actual] 
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Although the three nuclear 


:cn 

in 


equal to the best in the Sovie t A, Aw? 
Union, such as might be re-' 1,01X10 couId 
served for high-salaried scien- 
tists. Miss Kavskaya quoted a 
jcity official as having said: 

j German Scientists in Georgia 


■ or 
i.v is 


molt the Arctic, 
j icecap and send oceans spilling : 
; all over the world.” I 

| The remarks were said to] 
jhave been made to a delegation; 
I of Polish reporters in the! 


"The residents of our city, Kremlin this month, 
have conveniences that are not! The only account giving any; 
inferior, say, to those of Mos- detail of the interview was dis-j 
cow or Leningrad. All homes jtributea in Poland by the sent.-; 
have central heating and run- \ official Publicity-Information 

ning water twenty-four hou r s a Agency. - - - j 

da;/. Only gas is still missing, i 
But we will have it soon.” I 
Reports abroad have men-! 
tioned the Caucasus in connec-j 

tion with atomic research done] / 

I by German scientists who went; / 

i to the Soviet Union under con-; 
itract after World War II. They; 
j lived and worked in Sukhumi, ai 
; city of Georgia, on the Black 
| Sea. - • -- i 

; The repatriation of these 


/ 


X 


;v 


2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP78-03585A0001 00020005-4 


Approved For Release 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP78-03585A0001 00020005-4 

TK&i MIT TAR ' December 1956 


Khonn isiana: iy&n nsures unomcmi and absentee vow incK.m K . iX 

nncl a Moscow protest was sent f ic 

to the United States. 

o 

nvunisl East Germany demanded jnews agency, said the demand | * 

payment today of 100,000 East for damages was served on West Th 
marks ns compensation for dam- Berlin’s municipal . government, |pj s 
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\V, May 31 (vTi) — -The 
-vcrnraent disclosed 
3t it has sent a note 
■ ilea States demand-! 
iment of persons who j 
a tunnel between j 
.Vest Berlin. 

"merged last •month | 
car. military i nielli- 1 
■ n od the tunnel — ex-i 
nre than 600 ' Isj 
•it Berlin — to p; 
; y communications. ! 
uugton, the State De- 
void it had not re- 
aompletc text of the 
iuc'd; j 

Hilda States Govern- j 
regarded this as a 1 
■ and is surprised 
: oviet government 


has now raised it through: be punished and to guarame 
diplomatic channels.” ! that such activity will not V 

• Tass news agency said ml . » 

note was delivered Tuesday ioj p iea a * aj ‘“ 
the American Embassy here.! - ! ^ e no! - e asks toe Unite 
It said: .States Embassy here to advis 

“A month has passed since! the Soviet Foreign Office - 

ta A: in 

m Europe to this date have not'^ul 1 tire protest, 
taken the necessary measures! The only official word ; 
to track down this impermis-j Soviet, government has : 
sible activity of American or-|e«'iver. from American authc. 
gans in West Germany and to j- lies, the note added, is a sim. 
punish those guiliy. j ment tnat the question lr 

‘‘The Soviet government ex- been forwarded to Washington 
peels the United States Govern- For the past month, all Sovw 
ment to lake the necessary daily newspapers and leadio 
measures to pin down respon- magazines ha. e carried aruc.V 
sibility within the American on the tunnel, condemning vvl:. 
authorities for the construction, they called “subterranean o: 
of the tunnel, so that those wiil'pionagc.’' 
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' Washington Awaits Text 
From, the Herald Tribune Bureau 

; V* mt>iiINGTON, May 3i,- 

Tr ; e Suite Department said io- 
;n;:.r!;t it had been informed by 
<the American embassy in Ales-! 
■cow of its receipt of a Soviet 1 
note protesting about the al- 
leged American tunnel. 

In a brief statement issued 
iatc today, the department said 
It Was “surprised” that this “lo- 
cal matter” had been raised by 
the Russians “through Diplo- 
iVirfm channels.” 

Officials obviously also" were 
suini used that the Soviet news 
mc-dm had released the story of 
the Russian protest, contrary to ■ 
normal diplomatic etiquette, bo- • 
fere dm text could possiblv have i 
reached Washington. 
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d,- ‘ ; ; SKlrnrao addressed Congress Timrs -Cv* I ^°5 es!an Pies * 

An;.? i. y, h e turned to a hiilitarv «idf~ «’ *‘ 3e National Press 

•u r ; dc u Aa President a cony of his sre-V ‘? tl ^ cu ^ Ran{ , ffenere!—who 
to4 “ 0U1 * of spectacles and hanebd^wn, to°sS no. Sm “' ! C,->58 ’ 

«^r«^n Mane which 

Y° r £ slow down to 100 rnph for Observation netratl . n £ enem y ter- 
f'l 1 "' * jfeJ copter manufacturers exchanged nlain taiiV oV* ^ rrn y aviators 
here. Army complained helicopters cost ffl ? k at recent meeting 
better fhght instrument systems. IndStrv !IS' , ne edmore stability, 
corn of accidents are due to nilot awnr* tY ^°H n * ered with charge 72 per 
fell iiitdiigcnce just missed having a "irofmln tacirarth?/' ‘ ' ' BriV 

i saw3T«fi , sA fflatea! b 

bs.cw as well as above waterline. But govlmment vetMd frogmln. SWp 




£Yews A 9 


® S51S «* Oadgef Dssrecs&s 


y 7 — ' ^ mm a v*» Sirtj 

Budg f Bureau - Some 

Or. ...noma and Arkansas delegations sav thev'li n ^tf f A SUper " g - 0Vernnient -” 
milteo 01 House to define and 8 'limft ^PPropnatlons Com- 

Congress appropriate?*? flood" confront? Arkansas*!? 11 to . re ? ease funds 
Westerners complained bureau was fixin” J 5 Iver basm - Earlier, 

projects, more dractic than those fixed by lav? d&rdS f0r new reclam ation 

lusistenc / it has a^sfategij bombin^rofe 0 Unde? dd<m Administratio ^ 

(if f -’ s c 7 committee investigating our air powe???^tm ken . behind closed 
« !;v,s.ed yet. . . . Absence of Secretary of S rag i ng ’ Nothing 
•‘• v: " ?no f 'dressed Congress, was noticeablebemiS^lSh w ^®n President 
' ‘ there, diplomatic cor A mcmw® other 9, abl »et mem- 

- m-nt says Dulles does nrY t Sa ? r ? W ‘ e C< ?V rt StaTC 

1 ■ - tv. cruets of state. . . , Duh.f- A-T-' sessions addressed bv 

ir'.'" ••rational Telecommunicate American delegation -at 

r..- ' a n complaint about alie ; H Hi-H Y°i a 11 possible” answering 

; is that Russian complaint do^m' ; ^cc« l '-^‘ Ppm2 m / " er5in - Our 
f: not a member of the ITU. u lG<iUil ° a:i enswer, since Res- 
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; The Su'iulay Times Representative 

1 BERLIN, Saturday, 

i 3CORTED by “ People’s 
' Poke t,” the 15,000th visitor 
stumbled over wet 
ci-iek boards and through a 

: ;* n,\ o: electrical equipment 
v,-;ar l.ob Made in Britain” to 
; per ;!'• £2 million ” spy tunnel ” 
\ v has made the faces of 
V.n, . .<\ security officials in this 
cry turn redder than those in 
Brin :r. over the Crabb incident. 

The tunnel was discovered by East 
Gmm.Ui workmen a few weeks ago. 
They u; up the road 1,500 ft. from 
; r. an “radar station” jus* 

• ••>. the sector border from Wr 
. > and laid bare the sturdy, ce.r- 

.-.eel tunnel which the 
A; ■ Ivan • had dug and which, ;n 
. ■ . ca: nerfcction. would do honour 
r.o i.cndon Underground. The 
. runs for several hundred 
;• v n o the Soviet sector. 

is. help the American 
r ' . had been able to tap the 
It. w, German and Soviet tele- 
i.’Mcs between Berlin and 
1 -. • ’hose included the cable 

carrying .uncial traffic between the 
K.c r.‘ ' new East German Army 

<: • Adlershorst and Zossen. 

' . Ci . my's Cattcrick, and also a 
• • 'icial telephone cable. 

1. the East German 
.rgh-uvies had caught the West red- 
handed in an espionage operation. 
• hi :r territory which obviously 
denied. It now 
■ •; , e East Germans to claim 
. i •"usty that the West lws 

h -.. “■ ■ it in/ East German terri- 
,.v. y [- ■■■; spymg purposes. 


"‘.smnri Work” 

! ihav.,:,,. wori.in: n :■,! >■ iv:.-:y 

j UiU a >\wii i ; * more ; > I (Ilf !u:,:>. t’i. 
j runs r.a-I . i fr* - . s» ;'■.(• : r i j..,:, 

! f.-.v yanks unc.aaa ;) j<; y.jeu 

; held into : ur Soviet sector ua..i it 
n point under the main. 
Err: in-Leipzig road, where the trunk 
telephone cables were tapped. 

Even the East German police who 
icad parties of thrille.d, gaping 
schoolchildren and excited 
foreigners from West Berlin 
through the sandbag-lined tunnel, 
admiringly describe the operation 
as a piece of smart work.” Its 
“ brain ” is a compact, air-condi- 
tioned mass of amplifiers, switch- 
gear. tape recorders, transformers, 
seismographs, hygrometers' tube 
lighting and microphones, most of 
them British made. 

Inside the tunnel, now slowly fill- 
ing with water after the stopping of 
the pumps, which were fed by elec- r 
tricity from the American sector : 
Communist police have built a sand- 
bag barrier at eye level at the point 
, where the American sector begins, 
j On ^ it day and night rest two 
! machine-guns, their mu sales pointed 
f '-own the tunnel, which is floodlit 
i by a giant searchlight. “ Just in ease 
j the Americans return to fetch their 
J equipment,” the visitor is told. 

Faked Calls Theory 

| Apart from the embarrassment of 
i the tunnel being discovered, Ameri- 
j car ‘ officials are also worried ou i- 
f second point: How long did the East 
| Germans and the Russians know of 
j in--- existence of the tapping before 
! 'hoy decided it was time to dig the 
I '■ ooo cl up and throw it open to the 
I puo.ic for propaganda reasons? 

[ No one believes their claim that 
, they discovered it “ by accident as a : 
j result of line faults,” especially as 
j they say the tunnel was built ” ; u st 
lover a year ago.” If 'they knew 
! a bout its existence during that time 
! Western Intelligence officials are ask- 
ing. maybe the telephone calls which 
have been so carefully tapped were 
deliberately faked to mislead tile 
listeners. 

Today the East Overman authori- 
ses announced that the tunnel will 
remain open to the public until 
“ everyone has seen it.” It is becom- 
ing a favourite excursion trip for 
West Berliners, who get a thrill out 
of joining vicariously in Berlin’s 
coveted reputation as a cloak-and- ■ 
dagger city. ! 
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j TIi e Invisible War Rises to 

j the Surface j 

1 

By JAMES RESTON , 
WASHINGTON, May 12 — The 
news reads these days like the script 
of a Hitchcock thriller, and if you 
want to understand the new phase 
of the cold war, all you have to do , 
is read it. 

Item. British frogman disappears 
j under Soviet cruiser Ordzhonikidze 
in Portsmouth Harbor during? Bul- 
ganin-Khrushchev visit. 

Item. Vladimir P. Mikheev, clerk- 
translator in tho military section of 
the Soviet embassy in Washington, 
tries to get three Government em- 
ployes into the Red spy network, 
suddenly disappears from southeast 
Washington home, abandoning para- 
keet. 

Item. United States expels two 
Soviet diplomats for “particularly 
objectionable” conduct in pressuring 
EussL a .jailors into returning to the 

Soviet- Union. 

- 'Russians take United States 
co . v~ nondents on tour of tunnel 
. . .. .. g from United States military 
... . baton. in West Berlin under an 
....: nsrd to the underground Berlin- 
- cow telephone cables in East 

Vv’hat all this means is not entirely 
;;o. b-;t it is a fail* and even care- 
lul '.Uc oo.ee (1) that Commander 
L:, ..; cubb, tho watery snooper, 

: v. no; merely trying to learn how 
; .c pw bounce the name of the cruis- 
| cv O: .Ahcaikiaze; (2) that Comrade 
u ; :.. ..id mot vanish because he 
v of his parakeet, and (3) 

i : ;i 7 - interesting excavation end- 1 
• ; '7:iC7 tho long-distance tele- 

wi'mes in East Berlin was not 
:. ■.nc.c.b. of love. 


There are merely s, few visible evi- 
dences of tha invisible war that is 
now proceeding wherever Western 
and Communist ^interests meet, 
which is almost everywhere. Tho Big 
Four agreed at Geneva on a kind of 
mutual anti-suicide pact. The air- 
men, soldiers and sailors, restrained 
by mutual terror, are holding the big 
weapons in check. But we retain cur 
world objectives and the Commu- 
nists retain theirs, and these con- 
tradictory objectives are being pur- 
sued relentlessly by tho secret! 
agents, the diplomats, the propagan- j 
dists,.and the economic, and finan-j 
cial experts- on both sides. 

This is the oldest form of warfare 
there is. It has been going on ever 
since Eve subverted Adam.^yet it is 
less understood and appreciated by 
the general public than, any other 
aspect of the cold war. 

Even the officials and tha Con- 
gressmen here in Washington have 
not yet fully appreciated the im- 
plications of the Big Four meeting 
at Geneva last July. They are plac- 
ing a new emphasis on diplomacy, 
propaganda, economics, finance, ed- 
ucation, and intelligence in their 
discussions of foreign policy, but 
they have not yet adjusted their 
policies or their personnel to the 
post-Geneva world. 

Though the Administration is plac- . 
ing new emphasis on economic for- 
eign aid, the ratio of economic for- 
eign aid to military foreign aid is „ 
still 15 to 85. Though it is talking 
about the dangerous new tactics of 
the Communists and the need for 
imagination and drive in meeting 
these new tactics, United States 
policy is still in the hands of mem 
who have shown little imag o:. Lion > 
in carrying cut the old -programs or 
getting ready to meet the new ones. 


13 May 1956 


A Chaining World 
“The world changes, and in these 
days it changes rapidiy,” z J resident 
Eisenhower told the American Soci- 
ety of Newspaper Editors on April 
21. “A policy that was good six 
j months ago is not necessarily now of 
any validity. It is necessary that we i 
find better, more effective ways of 
keeping ourselves in tune with the 
world’s needs. * * *” 

This is as good a definition of the 
problem a3 anybody^ ha3 given, but 
is the President's principle being . 
carried out? 

For example, there is general 
agreement here that once military 
force is ruled out as a means of set- 
tling our differences with tha Com- 
munists, imaginative and aggressive 
prosecution of our overseas cconom- 1 
ic r ol ’cy becomes all the more im- 
portant. 

A year ago, however, the Admin- 
istration decentralized the direction 
of its overseas foreign-aid pro- 
grams, putting part of them under 
the International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration, part in the State De- 
partment, part in the Defense De- 
partment, and part in Agriculture. 

Now foreign aid is being presented i 
as almost the main instrument of 
the United States in the post-Geneva 
phaso of the cold war, but tne pio- 
gram is still scattered all over 
Washington, and is still very largely 
in the hands of men who have shown 
very little enthusiasm for it in the 
past. 

Unfortunately, the political at- 
tacks on the Administration s for- 
eign policy during the Presidential 
election campaign have tended to 
debase all criticism of the Elsenhow- 
er policy. Yet is it not fair to test 
the President’s policies and person- 
nel and Government structure against 
his own principles? 

The evidence of world caange is 
apparent The secret service activi- 
ties of the last few days arc merely 
illustrative of a far wider change of 
emphasis. Therefore many well-in- 
formed people here are asking 
whether the foreign-aid, propaganda, 
education, intelligence, personnel and I 
organization of the Bisetmowc-r nd- 
ministration. are really vp -o date 
(■ vilia the. new problems the President 
himself ha.; identified. 
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I Accused of Plot to Tap 
1 Hed Telephones 

I BERLIN, May 10 13— The 
j East German Communists 
I claim that the spy tunnel they 
j accuse the Americans of build- 
ling to tap Red telephone lines 
jin Berlin was the brain child 
i of State Sec. Dulles’ sister, Ele* 

! anor. Mrs. Dulles, who uses 
; her maiden name profession- 
ally, is special assistant to the 
director of the state depart- 
ment's office of German af- 
i fairs. 

! ADN, the East German gov- 
; eminent news agency, charged 
I recently that the equipment- 
| filled tunnel under the border 
i between the American and 
j Russian sectors of Berlin was 
! built on the initiative and \yith 
the active support of Mrs. Dul- 
“ les. 

Reported to Washington 

The Russians announced dis- 
covery of the tunnel April 23, 
and said American military au- 
thorities used it to listen in on 
Russian army conversations, 
j United States military authori- 
' ties have neither . denied nor 
admitted the Russian charges. 
They say only that the case has 
been reported to Washington. 

The Red agency claimed the 
tunnel provoked a dispute 
among high air force intelli- 
gence officers and led to the 
replacement of Maj. Gen. Ar- 
thur G. Trudeau, who was 
transferred last summer from 
.the' post of army chief of intel- 
jh Washington to the' 


Last September the army 
denied nor admitted the Rus- 
sian charges. They say only 
i that the case h a s been re- 
. ported to Washington. 

Claim It Started Row 
The Red agency claimed the 
tunnel provoked a dispute 
among high air force intelli- 
gence officers and led to the 
replacement of Maj. Gen. Ar- 
thur G. Trundeau, who was 
transferred last summer from 
the post of army chief of intel- 
ligence in Washington to the 
far east. j 

Last September the army • 
denied a report in the New | 
York Daily News that Trudeau : 
had been transferred because 
of a dispute over American 
policy in Germany with Allen 
Indies, chief of ihe United 

kdfd.cs emdi’rd mLouiaoncc ■ 
agency iCIAi brother of Elea--' 

nor and the secretary of state. 

Mrs. Dulles, 60, a widow 
since 1934, has been with the 
state department since 1952. 
Her two children also, use the' 

J name of Dulles, 
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_ BERLIN, May 10 0?). — East 
German Communists say the 
“spy tunnel” they accuse the 
Americans of digging to tap Red 
telephone lines in Berlin was the 
brain child of Mrs. Eleanor 
Dulles, sister of John Poster 
Dulles, American Secretary of 
State. 

i Mrs. Dulles, who uses her 
'maiden name professionally, is 
special assistant to the director 
of the State Department’s Office 
of German Affairs. 

ADN, the East German gov- 
ernment news agency, charged 
that the equipment-filled tunnel 
under the border between the 
American and Russian sectors 
of Berlin was built “on the ini- 
tiative and with the active sup- 
port” of Mrs. Dulles. It said she 
had visited Berlin twice in re- 
feenfc years to check on the 
project. 



The Russians on April 23, an-J 
nounced discovery of the tunneli 
and said “American military: 
authorities” used it to listen in 
on Soviet Army and East German 
government conversations. To- 
day ADN said the tunnel was a 
project of United States Air 
Force Intelligence. 

American military authorities 
have neither’denied nor admitted 
the Russian charges. They wifi! 
say only that the case has been 
reported to Washington. 

Mrs. Dulles, who is sixty, has 
been with the State Department 
since 1942 and in the German! 
Affairs office for the last four 
years. She is the widow of David 
Blondheim, who died in 1934. 

Mrs. Dulles*' brother, Allan 
W. Dulles, is director of the 
United States’ Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 
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I BERLIN, May 10 The East 
German Communists have | 
claimed that the "spy tunnel” 
they accuse the Americans of 
building to tap Red telephone 
lines in Berlin was the brain-l 
child of Mrs. Eleanor Dulles, 1 


sister of United States Secre- 
tary of State John Foster 
Dulles. 

Mrs. Dulles, who uses her 
maiden name, professionally, is 
special assistant to the director 


ADN, the East German gov- 
ernment news agency, charged 
that the equipment-filled tun- 
nel under the border between 
the American and Russian sec- 
tors of Berlin was built “on the 


* — j - — ~ “*** »» vn tJ.iv> 

of the State Department’s Office! initiative and with the active 
of Gemum Affairs. i support” of Mrs. Dulles. 
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Last week in Berlin the Russians were howl- 
ling with righteous indignation. Ten feet below 
ground, next to a cemetery in their own sec- 
jtor, they uncovered a tunnel which led into 
i the U.S. sector of Berlin. The pumps and ven- 
tilating equipment in it all had U.S. labels — 
I proof, the Russians cried, that it had been dug 
by the U.S. to spy on them. They led newsmen 
to a room crammed with British-made wire- 
tapping apparatus and a tape recorder. The taps 
were fastened to three underground cables — 
two belonging to the East German government 
and one used by the Red army, presumably to 
connect Berlin headquarters with Moscow. 

When they weren’t complaining, the Rus- 
sians were full of frank respect for whoever 
had installed such a set-up right under their 
noses. They thought the tapping had begun in 
1954 when U.S. forces constructed a small 
radar station near the East Berlin border. The 
tunnel led toward the radar station which, the 
Russians implied, had been set up largely as a 
cover for the wire-tapping. 

U.S. officials in Berlin dismissed Russian 
spy charges as "ridiculous.” But West Berlin- 
ers, who sometimes feel the U.S. shows too lit- 
tle initiative in its cold war with the Reds, were 
proud and delighted* They guessed the U.S. 
muse have overheard a lot in the two years 
the tunnel lay hidden. Said one West Berlin 
cop to an American friend: "It’s a pity they 
found it but I hope you have some spares.” 
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GUARDING TUNNEL, East Germs® cop points to 
American end. Derisive sign, placed by Russians, 
reads: "Yon are now entering the American sector.” 
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TAPPED CABLES are .shown in press hy a Soviet — i 
o[l, .‘ vr in hole near tlie tunnel. lie ex- 

plains ins men found taps during routine check. 



*• ’ . 




FROM SPOT NEAR RUSSIAN END OF TUNNEL, EAST GERMAN POLICE 



’'^FP AN EYE ON U.S. RADAR STATION 
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Spy Tunnel: l'hese Soviet officers 
proudly display an underground 
find— this 550 -yard passage linking 
U.S. and Red areas of Berlin . . . 



. . . equipped with banks of wiretap 
gear which Russians claim U.S. in- 
telligence agents installed to listen 
in on Red telephone conversations. 
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Berlin ‘Wire Tap* 



BERLIN. May 4 (/Pi.— Wilhelm I 
Pieck, president of Communist J 
East Germany, today inspected' 
the 1.650-foot-long- tunnel 
which the Communists accuse 
the Americans of digging to tap 
Soviet communication lines. 


Simultaneously, American , 
soldiers started dismantling a i 
radar screen oh the roof of a 
United States military building 
alleged by the Russians to be 
a dummy radar station covering 
one end of the tunnel in the 
American sector, 

A United States Army spokes- 
man here refused to say whether 
the Americans were evacuating 
the building which he pre- 
viously described as an experi- 
mental radar station. He said 
any statement' would have to 
come from Washington. 


a(.Y. H-fc-tfhcb -oetouiiu 
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TUNNEL IN BERLIN 

A “spy” thriller worthy of Holly- 
wood was “produced” by Soviet offi- 
cials in Berlin last week. A Russian 
officer said that a 500-yard tunnel run- 
ning into the Russian sector of Berlin 
was dug by U. S. intelligence workers 
for wiretapping purposes. 

Western newsmen were escorted to 
a floodlighted spot near the East-West 
boundary line, and allowed to explore 
several hundred yards of a tunnel that 
the Russians said apparently connected 
with a U. S. radar station in West Berlin. 
At the Soviet end of the tunnel, news- 
men saw what looked like a vast commu- 
nications center. Electronic equipment 
appeared to be British-made, and the 
pumps that kept the tunnel dry bore an 
American label. 

Soviet officials claimed that three tele- 
phone cables, including 156 telephone 
circuits, were tapped from this installa- 
tion. They hinted that the wires to Mos- 
cow were among those listened in on. 
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i BERLIN, April 20 (AP) — Tho 
: Communists gave Berlin’s "wire- 
i tap tunnel” the full propaganda 
j treatment yesterday in Red-run 
countries from the Iron Curtain to 
the Bamboo Curtain. 

In Red China, articles about tho 
allegedly American-built tunnel 
were featured in the controlled 
press. 

A dispatch from Peiping by the 
East German government news 
i agency ADN said news pictures 
j transmitted by wire from Berlin 
: were posted on bulletin boards in 
j factories and shops. It claimed tho 
j Chinese people were ‘‘aroused to 
j lively discussion and indignation.” 

Espionage Charge 

The Russians last Monday ac- 
cused the American Army of 
digging the 1,600-foot tunnel into 
the Soviet sector of Berlin and 
| setting up an elaborate wiretap of 
Russian telephone lines for ‘‘es- 
pionage purposes.” 

The American command refused 
Thursday to engage in local talks 
on the charges and told the Rus- 
sians the matter had been “re- 
i ported to Washington.” 

In East Berlin, 40 theaters be- 
gan showing a special film on tho 
tunnel made by the state-owned 
East German film company, DEFA. 

The Soviet command in Berlin, 
after holding “open house” at the 
; tunnel for several days this week, 
j closed it to the press and public • 
r to allow their intelligence offi- 
cers to examine it further. The 
Russians said the tunnel . would 
be reopened for public inspection 
Monday. 
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Duchess of Kent on\Holiday 

I^NDON, j^pril 29 (AK> — The 
Ducli^s of Kem^and her daughter 

PidncessvAlexandi^ye.sterdayrl^w 

to Florenc^for an Italian holiday>> 

5TA£.S ^ STgiegJ 
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This .. en Ikied ‘The Meet- 

ing:,” c, 'homed last week in the 
conservative West German new s- 
y ap;r Dor Tagesspiegcl as a com- 
mentary on a sensational spy plot 
charge made against the United 
States by Russia: 


j 



29v,.i — on the uidhe. 



in the tunnel. 


The story broke Monday night 
waen western correspondents wore 
sarnmoue... :o a Soviet news con- 
ference in :• '..'astern sector. They 
were told uir.t ltd ted States in- 
telligence agents na tunneled five 
hundred yards nesvus the sector 
boundary into Kast Berlin. They 
were saowu an elaborate undcr- 
gronnd chamber crammed with 
wiretap equipment bearing British 
and American labels. This, the Rus- 
sians said, contained lines Which 
could monitor 143 telephone cir- 
cuits, Including one handling traf- 


IMiA - 






iUii 


quarters and Moscow. The cham- 
ber was directly under the highway 
to Last, rerun's a.rport, traveled 
recent.y by Buiganin and Khrush- 
chev. 


ft&dar Ir.sEdlaiion 

. ^ n f tunnei — sLcoi-cnforced and 
about six feet in dia meter — led in 
the direction of a /ukitiha; -w • 
-oundec. oy barbed wire which the 
icane described as an ex mu • 
mental radar installation. The Rus- 
sians said that in the tunnel, a; 
a point below the sector border, 
was a sign which, said— in Russian 
*i.nu overman — “You are now enter- 
ing the American sector.” 

Major General I. L. Zarenko, 
w-icx of Starr of Soviet Forces in 
Gerx'-hny, accused the United Slates 
ot hirega-L and intolerable action” 
l n subterraneanly violating the sec- 
tor border, and formally protested 
-o Washington. United States offi- 
cials had little to say immediately 
about the Russian charge. Army 
authorities in Washington said they 
were investigating. 

In West Germany the guarded 
. American reaction was taken as an 
admission of responsibility for 
what was regarded as one of the 
more sensational episodes of post- 
war espionage. West German news- 
papers were amused. They devoted 
considerable space to the story, but 
the treatment was tongue- in-cheek 
and not. anti- American. 

J ' 
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ix&j 2) £* Ul*Jl RED 
PROPAGANDA 

BERLIN, April 28 (/P)— The 
communists gave Berlin’s 
“wiretap tunnel” the full 
propaganda treatment today in 
satellite countries. 

Red China newspapers 
played up accounts of the 1,650 
foot tunnel which Russia 
charges the United States army 
dug to cut in on soviet tele- 
phone lines in Berlin. 

The East German govern- 
ment news agency, ADN, said 
in a Peiping dispatch that 
photographs of the tunnel had 
.been posted on bulletin boards 
in Chinese factories and shops. 

I nEast Berlin, 40 theaters 
showed a special film on the 
tunnel and newspapers said 
the tunnel has become a “ma- 
jor topic ” in other communist 
countries. 

The Russian command, after 
holding “open house” at the 
tunnel for several days, has 
closed it to the public while 
intelligence officers study the 
layout. The Russians said the 
tunnel would be reopened Mon- „ 
day for public inspection. 


4 
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BERLIN, April 27 (S&S)— Wash- 
ington will be handling Soviet al- 
legations that the Army has con- 
structed a tunnel into the Soviet 
Sector of Berlin to tap Soviet and 




long-distance telephone lines. 

An announcement to that effect 
yesterday was handed to Col L. A. 
Sergeyev, chief of the Soviet ex- 
ternal relations branch in Potsdam, 
by Col Emery E. Bellonby, head of 
the U.S. mission to Potsdam, 
j The message was from Maj Gen 
| John F. Uncles, USAREUR chief of 
j staff, to Maj Gen Tsarenko, his act- 
! ing Soviet counterpart. 

The message points out that the 
Soviets took the initiative in remov- 
ing the matter from the level of 
the Berlin commandants and trans- 
ferring it to a higher headquarters. 
It points to the unilateral action of 
the Soviet commandant in calling 
a public conference on the allega- 
tions. 

It said, “In view of your letter 
of 23 April which removes discus- 
sion from, the Berlin commanders 
level and the unilateral public 
press announcement made by your 
commander in Berlin, Col (I. A.) 
Kotsiuba, I consider further dis- 
cussions between military com- 
manders here to be unnecessary 
and undesirable. 

“I have therefore reported the 
matter to Washington. In the 
meantime neither my headquar- 
ters nor Gen Dasher's Berlin com- 
mand will discuss the matter 
further.” 

(Maj Gen Charles L. .Dasher, Jr., 
is U.S. commander in Berlin.) 

Wednesday* through its con- 
trolled press, the Communist East 
German regime protested the viola- 
tion of “sovereign” East German : 
territory by the project. 

Yesterday, the gov<yrning mayor 
of West Berlin, Otto Suhr, told a 
press conference that he had asked 
U.S. authorities for a report on ' 
the tunnel but- that he had re- 
ceived none. 


i. 
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Accuse U.S, Of ‘Evasion' Of 
Spy System Inquiry 

Berlin, April 27 (/P) — The Rus- 
sians accused the United States 
Army today of dodging a joint in- 
vestigation of what they call an 
American spy tunnel in Berlin. 

The Soviet army command in 
Germany said that “evasion” of 
the investigation was “an attempt 
by the staff of the American 
forces in Europe to disregard the 
illegal and intolerable actions of 
the American military authorities 
in Berlin in the territory of the 
(East) German Democratic Re- 
public.’ 

The Soviet command Monday 
accused “American military au- 
thorities” of digging a tunnel 
from the American sector into 
Soviet East Berlin and setting up 
an elaborate wire-tapping system. 
Reported To Washington 

United States Army Headquar- 
ters in Europe refused yestci’day 
to discuss the episode with the 
Russians and informed them the 
matter had been reported to 
Washington. 

Mayor Otto Suhr of West Ber- 
lin turned down an invitation 
from Mayor Friedrich Ebert of 
East Berlin to inspect the tun- 
nel. 

In a letter to Ebert. Suhr sug- 
gested that Ebert instead could 
help encl the cold war by releas- 
ing political prisoners and pre- 
venting kidnappings of West Ber- 
lin residents. 

The Soviet protest, accusing 
the Americans of setting up a 
wire tapping installation for 
“criminal and espionage” pur- 
poses, was sent by Maj. Gen. I. 
L. Zarenko, chief of staff of Rus- 
sian forces in Germany. He de- 
manded that a joint Soviet-. 
A asnc.-m commission investigate- 
the tunnel. ' ) 


Issued By News Agency- 
In a statement today distrib- 
uted by I ne East German Govern- 
ment news agency, Zarenko said: 

“The staff of the Soviet armed 
forces in Germany considers it 
necessary to state that the evasion 
on the part of the Americans for 
Uie establishment of the men- 
tioned joint Soviet-American com- 
mission is regrettable, as the 
commission would - have been able 
to supply both sides with material 
on the true situation.” 

Last night, a detachment of 
American military police was 
sent to the area of the tunnel to 
reinforce the guard at. a near-by 
United States radar station. 
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BERLIN, April 2S ®— Lord 
Mayor Otto Suhr of West Berlin 
called on United States au- 
thorities today to make a clear- 
cut reply to Soviet charges that 
the Americans dug a tunnel 
under the Iron Curtain and set; 
up an elaborate wiretapping in-! 
stallation. 

Such a statement, Suhr told a 
news conference, is needed be- 
cause of the alarm caused by 
the Russian charges among the , 
people of Berlin. 

Suhr said he had asked U. S. ' 
authorities several times to 
issue a statement and expressed 
regret his efforts thus far were 
in vain. 

The Russians and the Com- 
munist East German govern- 
ment have charged U. S. mili- 
tary authorities with digging a 
1650-foot tunnel from the Amer- 
ican sector of Berlin into the 
Soviet sector to tap telephone 
lines “for espionage purposes.” 

They said the tunnel was dis- 
covered last Sunday. On Mon- 
day the Soviet high command 
in Germany sent a formal pro- 
test note to the Americans. 

[A U. S. Army chief today in- 
formed Soviet leaders that any 
further discussion of wiretap- 
ping charges must be taken up 
with Washington, the United 
Press reported. 

[Maj. Gen. John F. Uncles, 
chief of staff of the U. S. Army 
in Europe, told Soviet leaders 
in East Germany that a oublic 
accusation against the United 
States made by Col. I. A. Kotsi- 
uba, Berlin’s acting Soviet com-: 
mandant, automatically moved 
fhe case to a higher plane. He 
added that “in the meantime, 
neither my headquarters nor 
that of the Berlin commend will 
discuss the matter further.”! 
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Special to The New York Times. 

EERLIN, Germany, April 26 — 
United States Army authorities 
told the Russians today their 
complaint that a wiretapping 
tunnel had been dug into East 
Berlin had been referred to 
Washington. 

j A note to this effect was sent 
I to Maj. Gen. I. L. Zarenko, Act- 
ing Soviet Chief of Staff in Ger- 
many, by M&j. Gen. John F. 
Uncles, Chief of Staff of the 
United States Army in Europe. 

Presumably if Moscow wishes 
to press the matter further it 
will take it lip on a foreign min- 
istry level. 

General Uncles was replying 
to a Soviet charge that United 
States intelligence agents had 
tunneled from a dummy radar 
station in the -border zone to a 
series of long distance telephone 
cables on the outskirts of East 
Berlin. 

The Acting Soviet Command- 
ant in East Berlin, Col. I. A. 
Kotsyuba, earlier this week 
escorted the Western press into 
an impressively equipped "eaves- 
dropping center” that had been 
built at the end of the tunnel 
on East Berlin territroy. The 
tunnel led directly toward an 
American installation beyond the 
border a few hundred yards 
away. 
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Put Up l*o Washington 

BERLIN, April 26 (£>).—' The! 
United States Army in Europe- 
refused today to talk further j 
with the Russians here on their 
charges that Americans dug a 
spy tunnel under the Iron Cur- 
tain. 

The Russians were told in a 
note that the matter was being' 
referred to Washington. 

The Soviets charged Monday 
that “American military author- 
ities” burrowed a 1,650-foot 
tunnel from the American sec- 
tor into Soviet East Berlin and 
I set up an elaborate wiretapping 
installation. A Russian protest 
'note demanded a joint Soviet- 
American investigation. 
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J Aides in Berlin Say They Are | 
Looking Into Soviet Charge i 
; of Phone Espionage j 


By WALTER- SULLIVAN | f ^ 

| Special to The New York Times. i '5j\ / /]L PS s // 

j BERLIN, April 24— United j 1 

’States Army authorities said to- &udow ^ 

jday they were investigating 1 a| / 0 | 

j Soviet charge that a tunnel had; / //$ \ 

| been dug into East Berlin to en- J M <=£-- . ixi n 

• able United States intelligence i 1 a iL ° — L fBT j j 

j agents to tap wires there. ■ — — i 

[The Associated Press said [E . s L “ . , ~ sic ^ Ei a ffl'i 
| an official spokesman for |^ST j^emany o m,. *> . 

I the United States command . ^ L/L AO ■J 0 V/ £ T\ 

denied knowledge of the tun- f } > j 

! noi. One United States offi- f*“%o ENCH \ * > \ZOAf£ ■ 
i cial called the Soviet charge / /x. *** \ 

; ridiculous.] j 

j The Russians, casting aside 7^ BRIT,? jp£vy f j 
their usual reticence toward 
Western correspondents, invited ^ us. 

them to a second visit, this time /\ 01^/1 

by daylight This disclosed that ^am AJ 

the tunne: led directly toward a ^ _ir_A 

i United States installation 550 SehoenefsUt/ \AnioP ti 

; yards away on the other side of Airport .Jg^fEclj ' 

U - „ . , , The New York Times April 25, 1053 

M£a£k1u“urb£ //ttS&f «.• S- SPYING CHARGED: 

| The tunnel runs under a newly The Russians say a tunnel 
| planted orchard. There are no from West to East Berlin 
j military installations near by. is a wiretap center. 

The Russians permitted corre- 

jspondents to cross the border — ' “ 

| into West Berlin, where two con- are eager for information from 

• centric barbed wire fences sur- the East 

pon. l A United ftaS Gentry ^ Rl > SSians a ^ ear ea ^ to 
(With automatic rifle was on e * pIoit the situation. They 
i guard and a, dozen or so G. I.’s ?Jr 0ned ,- ) ev , cry correspondent in 
'were watching from the windows / /est ' Berlm wll ° might have 
| of what appeared to be a bar- “ een overlo °keti yesterday, when 
i rac?;s. they announced discovery of the 

| A n adjoining building was sur- tunnel t 

inr; nted by various types of di- Again the correspondents were 
rce-.ional aerials. An Annv escorted to the sitee by the act- 1 
spokesman said the building wat k n W S ? viet commandant, Col. I. 
“v. . experimental radar station Af Ivotsy uka. The reporters were 
for the passive defense of West s . own the ela borate “wiretap- 
I Berlin.” pmg center” that had been built 

j Presumably this means it ahnost directly under one of the 
I keeps track of Soviet arcraft. Pl°F e important East German 


j Potsdam 


Schoesiefsid/ {“ /fceiof ( 

Airport ' \dcZnil mop j 


The New York Times April 25, 1955 

U. S. SPYING CHARGED: 
The Russians say a tunnel 
from West to East Berlin 
is a wiretap center. 


• VAX uvtviut ctl tJl cil L. u,* 

Emu; Germany’s chief airfort is hl ^hways. 

;onb* two or three miles away at j he chamber, at the eastern 
i Schoenefeld. Soviet jet forma- end of the tunncI > appeared to 
Ai ms .frequently flv over Hie have been constructed to enclose 
>;• . y y U1C segments of three telephone 

A ;e Russians h ope to use this f ables * The Bussiar - s pointed out! 
• i ;cd invasion of their terri- m"15 s on each these cables. 
i'W\’ Lo iorc e curtailment of in- f ss ° rtcd that more than 
i teii: 'fence activities in West telephone circuits had been 
'Berlin. tapped. 

! The British, French w<rt Some of the Soviet communi- 
. A'.r .ar s and Americans have 2® ° n „ hand toex - 

>A.;..eics here. There are also P ^ the ^nter _ expressed 
private Og* semi-r.rivate oreaniza- the cochrucal achieve- 

• t.on.s th'.t carry on anti-Com- ai ? s t a hing sensitive elec- 

inivi st . tivity tncal equipment on such a large 

TW I'=: sir. ns "have said that if! scale in a dam P tunnel too small 
r :!p Wo. Berlin “spy centers’ 1 1 f°*- a n’.." t o stand upright, 

I'ACif- liquidated the economic si l- T ' r “~ “*• ' — - — "5 

j'- u: oi_ of the surrounded city 
jgA yd be cased in many ways. 

I um.s has produced a certain j 
-ciash of _ views between West! 

: Berlin ofncials and the Western! 

' allies or ‘ Vest Germans. » 
g the cm of interest of the city 
u .Wcrs i.y in. improving the se- 

my and well-being of the .pop-' 

! yia.ee. vVhile this is also of con- 1 
fc-srxi to the Western powers, they 
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BERLIN, April 24 CP) — The 
Russians today took newsmen 
on a second tour of the 1,600 
foot tunnel they say was used 
by American spies to tap main 
soviet communication lines, 
j An official spokesman for 
I the American command mean- 
while denied knowledge of the 
‘I tunnel. He said the accusa- 
j lion was “ being investigated.” 
Another American official 
! called it ridiculous, 
j Col. Ivan A. Kotsibua, acting 
j s o v i e t military commandant 
I led about 200 reporters in cars 
to the outskirts of the city 
along the border of the Amer- 
ican and Russian sectors. There 
ithey were shown the soviet- 
! sector end of the 6-foot high 
! tunnel where the Russians 
claim “ American military au- 
thorities ” had been tapping 
three of the Russians’ tele- 
phone cables of about 100 j 
j wires each. 

: U. S. Radar Station Nearby 


The acting communist com- 
mandant pointed across open 
fields to a big concrete build- 
ing in the American sector. He 
J said it was a radar station at 
! the other end of the tunnel. 
J It had radar-type screens on 
: the roof, and American sen- 
j tries were guarding it. 

An American spokesman 
! said later it was ap. “ experi- 
| mental radar station erected in 
j the late summer of 1954 for 
; the passive defense of West 
: Berlin.” 

j Soviet officers conducted the 
newsmen thru the tunnel, 
showing them recording and 
wire-tapping equipment and 


switchboards much as they had | 
those on the first tour last I 
night. They claimed the tun- 
nel was detected Sunday by ! 
their signalmen. The East Ger- I 
man government news agency, ! 
ADN, said Americans were in 
the tunnel and withdrew in a! 
“great hurry.” It added that! 
lights in the tunnel were burn- j 
ing and listening devices were | 
turned on. j 

Col. Kotsibua complained 
firstto Maj. Gen. Charles L. 
Dasher, American comman- j 
dant in Berlin, and then Maj. j 
Gen. I. L. Zarenko, acting chief 
of staff of Russian forces in 
Germany, sent a protest to 


% 
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Gen. Anthony C. McAuliffe, 
commander of American 
troops in Europe. Zarenko de- 
manded that a joint soviet- 
Ameriean commission investi- 
gate his complaint* 

The Russian claimed all the 
equipment — except the cables 
— was of American or British 
manufacture. 

Newsmen familiar with the 
area estimated that about two- , 
thirds o£ the tunnel was unaer j 
the Russian sector and the rest 
extended into the American 
sector. 
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BERLIN,. Apr. 24 (#).—’ The 
Russians took newspapermen 
today on a second tour of the 
tunnel they say was used by 
American spies to tap the main 
Soviet communication lines. 

An official spokesman for the 
United States Command denied 
knowledge of the tunnel. He 
said the accusation was “being 
investigated.” Another American 
official called the Russian asser- 
tion ridiculous. 

The Russians invited corres- 
pondents and photographers to 
their headquarters in East 
Berlin. About 200 Western and 
Communist newspapermen 
showed up. 

Col. Ivan A. Kotsiuba, acting 
military commandant here, then 
led them, in a high-speed con- 
voy of fifty cars, to the outskirts 
of the city along the border of 
the American and Soviet sectors. 
There they were shown the 
Soviet-sector end of a long, 
straight tunnel where the Rus- 
sians claim “American military 
authorities” had been tapping 
(three of the Russians’ telephone 
lines. 

Col. Kotsiuba pointed across 
open fields to a big concrete 
building in the American sector. 
He said it was a radar station at 
the other end of the .tunnel. It 
had radar-type screens on the 
roof, and American sentries 


later it was an “experimental 
radar station erected in the late 
summer of 1954 for the passive 
defense of West Berlin.” . 

Soviet officers conducted the 
newspaper men through the tun- 
nel-, which had a six-foot ceiling; 
and showed them recording and 
wire-tapping equipment, much 
as they had those on the first 
tour last night. 

The Russians said the tunnel 
was detected Sunday by their 
signalmen. 


were guarding it. 


[--An- American -spokesman said 
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| BERLIN, April 25 CAP) . — The 
Russians announced open house 
today at the tunnel they claim 
the Americans burrowed under 
the Iron Curtain to tap their , 
j communications lines. 


i East Berlin’s Communist press 
[invited the public to inspect the 
1,600-foot underground passage- 
|way runnings under the border 
between the American and So- 
viet sectors of Beilin. 

The air-conditioned tunnel 
contains elaborate listening- 
devices, switchboards an d 
recording apparatus. The 
Russians claimed the Ameri- 
cans used them to tap three 
main cables used by the So- 
viets for communications 
with their forces in East Ger- 


many. 


■ There was still no comment 
from Aemerican headquarters 
in Berlin beyond the statement 
that the Soviet allegations were 
being investigated. 

The Soviet high command in 
Germany lodged a formal pro- 
test Monday, So far the Ameri- 
cans have not answered. 
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Soviets Make 



By Robert Tuckman 

BERLIN, April 24 (/P)— ' The 
Russians started a series of 
guided tours today to the 1600- 
foot tunnel they accuse the 
Americans of using for spying 
wiretaps. 

In a full-scale propaganda 
ahow, the Soviets first brought 
members of the East bloc diplo- 
matic corps to inspect the un- 
derground passageway. 

They were followed by East 
German Communist Party lead- 
ers, then by Western, and Com- 
munist newsmen and finally by 
a group of high-ranking Soviet 
army officers. 

The Russians last night an-j 
Jiounced discovery of the tun- 
nel running between the Amer- 
ican and Soviet -sectors and 
lodged a protest with the Amer- 
icans. The protest so far has 
not been answered. 

. The Soviets accused Ameri- 
can military authorities of dig- 
7 ging the tunnel, equipping it 
with costly wiretapping and re- 
cording devices and tapping So- 
viet communications lines in. , 
East Germany for “criminal 
and espionage” purposes. 

The American command here 
first said it knew nothing of the * 
tunnel and later said the alle- 
gations were being investi- 
. gated. 
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They Show Tunnel Allegedly 
Dug From West to Listen 
In on Eastern Phones . 


r»v WALTER SULLIVAN 

Special to The New York Times. 

BERLIN, April 23— The So- 
viet Union charged tonight 'that 
a United States intelligence > 
agency had tunneled into East 
Berlin and built there an elabo- 
rate wire-tapping installation, 
j The tunnel and installation 
were shown to the Western 
press. One Soviet officer hinted 
that among the circuits tapped 
were some linking Soviet forces 
in Germany with Moscow, 
i Three multiple telephone 
cables were tapped, the Russians 
said. A total of 106 telephone 
circuits were allegedly involved. 

A protest has been made by 
the Chief of Staff of Soviet 
forces in Germany, Maj. Gen. 

I. L. Zarenko, to his United 
States counterpart. It spoke of ' 
the tunneling as an “illegal and 
intolerable action by the Amer- 
ican military authorities.” 

Correspondents from East and 
West were summoned to a press 
conference at which the acting 
commander of the Soviet garri- 
son in Berlin, Col. I. A. Kotsy- 
uba, told of the alleged discov- 
ery. 

Floodlighted Site Shown 

The press was then takea in 
! a convoy of cars and buses to 
| the floodlighted site near the 
boundary between the United 
States and Soviet sectors. De- 
tachments of Soviet soldiers 
were standing about, 
j The tunnel appeared to lead 
| about 500 yards from the United 
I States sector to a chamber al- 
j most directly under the highway 
j to the East Berlin airport at 
j Schocnefeld, 


United States reporters were 
permitted to inspect the tunnel 
/ for several hundred yards. Per- 
sons familiar with the area said 
that about one-third of the tun- 
nel lay in West Berlin, 

The chamber near the Soviet 
sector end of the tunnel looked 
like the communications, center 
of a battleship. 

Much of the electronic equip- 
ment appeared to be English- 
made. The tunnel was kept dry 
by pumps bearing the insignia 
of the Gould Pump Company in 
Seneca Falls, N. Y. 

The Soviet sector end of the j 
tunnel lay in the district~of 
Altglienecke. Extending the full 
length of the tunnel was a duct 
seemingly used to drive fresh' 
air from the West Berlin end. 

The Russians said labels on 
the equipment indicated that the 
chamber had been installed for 
at least a year. The equipment 
was said by Soviet engineers to 
be designed to increase the 
strength of the signals picked 
up front the tapped phone cables 
and relay them to West Berlin. 

Colonel ICotsyuba escorted the 
press to the site of the newly 
excavated tunnel. The Russians 
said a Soviet Army intelligence 
unit discovered the tunnel yes- 
terday. ' 

An attempt by correspondents 
to reach the other end of the 
tunnel was unsuccessful as the 
way was barred by a barbed 
wire entanglement, presumably 
placed there by the Russians. 

[According to Reuters, Colo- 
nel Ivotsynba said the tunnel 
was 675 feet long and led to a 
“mock radar station” just in- j 

side the United States sector J 
of Berlin.] 1 

General Zarenko, in his note, 
proposed the formation of a joint 
commission by the Soviet and 
United States commandants in 
Berlin to “investigate” the mat- 
ter. 

A United States Army spokes- 
man said tonight he had no in- 
formation on the tunnel. The 
Soviet protest note said a meet- 
ing today between Colonel Kot- 
syuba and the ‘United States 
commandant in West Berlin,! 
Maj. Gen. Charles L. Dasher Jr.] 
produced “no positive results.” 
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CHARGED TO U. S. — Emin. — Col. Ivan A. Kotsiuba (hand 
on cnest) , acting -Soviet military commandant in Berlin, escorts newsmen on 
.a tour of a tunnel equipped with recording, switchboard and electronic de- 
vioes me Russians charge Americans cut ip. with listening devices on the 
Soviet Army s main cable lines. — AP Wirephoto by radio. 
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Berf i n W i refap Ty rt t 


BERLIN, April 24 (/P). — The United States command in Berlin! 
today denied knowledge of a tunnel the Russians charged w.O 
used by spies tapping the Soviets' main communication lines. | 
A United States spokesman said, however, that the Soviet i 
accusation “is being investigated.” Another American official' 
described the Soviet charge as “ridiculous.” 

The Russians announced last night that their signal and 
intelligence officers uncovered! 

a long and elaborately equipped (Soviet- American commission in- 
tunnel running from the Ameri-jvestigate his complaint. Gen 
can sector of Berlin into the jMcAulif fe’s headquarters in 
Soviet sector. i Heidelberg had no comment. 

They accused “American mili- j • Newsmen View Tunnel 

^ Egging the j After a news conference in 
tunnel and equipping it with an | East Berlin, the Soviets showed 


intricate system of listening de 
vices, switchboards and record- 
ing apparatus. The Soviets 
claimed the Americans tapped 


Western and Communist news- 
men through the tunnel. It con- 
tained an air conditioning sys- 
tem, a switchboard, an amplifier, 


. . , , . , * * c* owitonuucuu, cLLi aiiiuixiier, 

tnree mam cables which supply . recording devices and the three 


communications for their forces 
in East Germany. 

Report Americans Fled 
The Soviets claimed the tunnel 
was detected Sunday by their 
signalmen. The East German 
news agency, ADN, said Ameri-! 


cables which the Russians said 
were tapped. 

Each cable carried about 100 
wires. The Soviets claimed all 
the equipment — except the 
cables — was of American or 
British manufacture. 

The tunnel itself was about 


w „ 7 - 1 wdo aUUUl/ 

cans were in the .tunnel and* >^9 ,f eet long. Berlin newsmen. 

familiar with the area estimated 


withdrew in a “great hurry.” It 
added that lights in the tunnel 
were burning and listening de- 
vices .were turned on. 

The episode was the most I 
spectacular in East-West rela 
tions in Berlin since . the four- 
hour detention of four Ameri- 
cans, including two Congress 
members, by Conjmunist police 
last November in East Berlin, 

Col. Ivan A. Kotsibua, acting 
Soviet military commandant in 
Berlin, accused the Americans 
of tapping Soviet lines for “crim- 
inal and espionage purposes.” He 
complained first to Maj. Gen. 
Charles L. Dasher, the United 
States commandant in' Berlin, 
and then Maj. Gen. I. L. Baren- 
ko, acting chief of staff of Soviet 
forces in Germany, sent a pro- 
test note to Gen. Anthony C. 
McAuliffe, commander of Amer- 
ican troops in Europe. Gen. 
Sarenko demanded that a joint 


that about two-thirds of it was 
under the Soviet sector and the 
rest extended into the American' 
sector. I 
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BERLIN— (/P)— The U.S. com- 
mand in Eerlin Tuesday denied 
knowledge of a tunnel the Rus- 
sians charged was used by spies 
tapping the Soviets’ main com- 
munication lines. 

A U.S. spokesman said, how- 
ever, that the Soviet accusation 
“is being investigated.” Another 
American official described the 
Soviet charge as “ridiculous.” 

The Russians announced 
Monday night that their signal 
and intelligence officers uncov- 
ered a long and elaborately 
equipped tunnel running from 
the American sector of Berlin 
into the Soviet sector. 
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Russians Charge An 
Wiretap Espimia.^e 
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_ Berlin, April 23 {/?)— The Rus- 
sians accused the Americans to- 
night of tapping for spy purposes 
the communications of the Soviet 
forces in East Germany. 

An official for the United Staves 
Army command here said, “We 
don’t know anything about it:.*’ 
i In a formal protest note the 
Russian^ charged the Americans 
had dug a long tunnel where the 
Soviet and United States sectors 
of the city meet, then cut in with 
listening devices on the Soviet 
army’s main cable lines. * 
Newsmen Tour Tunnel 
The Russians announced their 
charges at a hastily summoned 
news conference without prece- 
dent in recent years. Then they 
escorted Western newsmen on a 
tour of the air-conditioned tunnel. 

The newsmen estimated it is 
about 1.650 feet long. Two thirds 
of it are in the Soviet sector and 
one third in the American. It is 
elaborately equipped with re- 
cording apparatus, switchboards 
and electronic devices. 

The Communist East German 
news agency ADN said some 
Americans inside the tunnel were 
“surprised and withdrew in a 
great hurry” when the Soviets i 


discovered the tunnel yesterday. 

ADN added the Americans had 
built a radar station at the site 
as a cover to dig the tunnel about 
16 feet below the surface. The 
news agency said that after with-' 
drawing from the tunnel to the 
radar station, the Americans 
watched “with great excitement” 
the Soviets who discovered the 
tunnel. 

Besides the air conditioning sys- 
tem and a large amplifier, the 
Western newsmen were shown 
three large cables which the Rus- 
sians said had been tapped. 

Sees Spying Intentions 

Col. Ivan A. Kotsiuba, acting 
Soviet military commandant in 
Berlin, declared “the tunnel and 
equipment give clear evidence 
they were built with criminal 
and^ espionage intentions.” 

Kotsiuba made his charge at 
a news conference to which West- 
ern newsmen were summoned on 
a half hour's notice. He did not 
explain how the tunnel had been 
discovered. 

The Soviets made a formal pro- 
test in a note to the American 
authorities. The .note protested 
the “illegal and unpermittable' 
acts of American military au- 
thorities.” 
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Reds Accuse U. S. 
Of Wiretapping 

BERLIN, April 23 I.W — The 
Soviet command in Berlin ac- 
cused the Americans tonight of 
tapping communication wires 
of Russian forces in East Ger- 
many for espionage purposes. 

The R u s s i a n s announced 
their army engineers yesterday 
uncovered a concrete-lined tun- 
! nel, 975 feet long, running from 
| the U. S. sector of West Ber- 
lin in East German territory. 

They said cables in the tun- 
nel were joined into cables 
which supply Soviet forces. 
They declared the tunnel was 
equipped with elaborate wire- 
tapping devices, switchboards, 
amplifiers and other apparatus. 
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Reds Accuse U. S. j 



BERLIN, April 23 MB— The 
Soviet command in Berlin ac- 
cused the Americans tonight of 
tapping communication wires 
of Russian forces in East Ger- 
many for espionage purposes. 

The Russians announced 
their army engineers yesterday 
! uncovered a concrete-lined tun- 
nel, 975 feet long, running from 
the U. S. sector of West Ber- 
lin in East German territory. 

They said cables in the tun- 
nel were joined into cables 
which supply Soviet forces.' 
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